
OSBS Policies (updated 7/25/09) 
  
GENERAL: 

1. All University of Florida (UF) and Ordway-Swisher Biological Station (OSBS) policies are to be observed while visiting the facility. The policies, 

procedures, and fees of OSBS are subject to change without prior notice. The Station administrators reserve the right to update any OSBS policies 

and add additional ones at any time. All visitors will be responsible for observing any and all updates to UF and OSBS policies. Current OSBS 

policies can be found at http://ordway-swisher.ufl.edu. Violation of these policies may result in termination of project/activity on the Station and 

may affect future use of the facility. 

2. The Station’s main entrance gate is located at 245 Mason Rd. Visitors will use this gate for entering and exiting the Station. The gate is to never be 

left unlocked or left open unless attended. 

3. Visitors are required to sign-in & out at the check station by the front gate each day the Station is used. The following information is required: Date, 

Full Name, # in party, Time in, Time out, Purpose of visit, Location(s) visiting (use Management Unit or Area ID). 

4. Hunting and fishing are prohibited on the Station. Violation of this policy will result in termination of project/activity on the Station and may result 

in arrest by law enforcement representatives. 

5. Firearms are prohibited on the Station. 

6. Domestic animals (dogs, etc) are not permitted on the Station, unless they are part of an approved research project or are necessary to help a 

disabled user.  Please notify the managers if you have a special need. 

7. Removal of any Native American or homesteader artifacts (ex. arrowheads, pottery, etc) is prohibited. Violation of this policy will result in 

termination of project/activity on the Station. 

8. The posted speed limit throughout the Station is 15 MPH. 

9. Vehicles are not permitted to leave designated roads unless permission has been granted by managers. 

10. Designated Station vehicles are available for use on an available basis and may be subject to the Station's fee schedule. They may not to be driven 

unless permission has been obtained from managers. When using state vehicles, users must fill out vehicle log in truck.  

11. Permission must be obtained from managers before borrowing any equipment not designated for project/activity. Equipment loaned for use are for 

studies utilizing OSBS wholly or partly and may be subject to the Station's fee schedule. 

12. In order to reduce the accidental introduction of exotic invasive aquatic species into the lakes and ponds on the Station, outside canoes and boats are 

prohibited from being used unless an individual receives written permission from Station managers. The Station has boats and canoes that are 

available for use. A minimum of 2 floatation devices must be present in a boat when being used.  

13. There are no sanitation facilities on the property. Any trash generated by users must be packed out. 

RESEARCH/TEACHING SPECIFIC: 

14. An appropriate application (Research, Education, or Special-Use) is required to be completed and all relevant permits (institutional, state, federal) 

provided before a project can be reviewed for use of the station and its resources.   

15. Any change from permitted activities such as study location, personnel, species of focus, sample collection, project time-line, impact to habitats-

species- environment, OSBS resources needed, or overall project focus, etc, shall be submitted in writing for review before a change can be 

enacted. Updates to institutional (IACUC, ARC, etc), state, federal permits shall be provided to OSBS managers at the time of their approval. 

Violation may result in termination of project/activity on the Station and may affect future use of the facility.   

16. Researchers are required on an annual basis to provide a text file that summarizes their project’s status and a summary of research results by Jan 

31st.  These results will be published in the Station’s Annual Report. Minimum required metadata includes the title of each data set, the 

investigator's name, mailing address, e-mail address, and a one-page abstract. 

17. Publications resulting from the use of the Station must acknowledge the University of Florida and the Ordway-Swisher Biological Station.   

18. Electronic copies of all publications including theses and dissertations generated from work will be provided to Station managers. 

19. Researchers may be required to provide a hard and soft copy of mature data sets derived from work on the Station, which will be archived at the 

Station. 

20. Student research projects require a UF faculty member sponsor. 

21. Individuals must complete a key agreement form before keys are provided. All keys provided will be turned in at the completion of research and 

will not be given or loaned to other individuals. Violation of this policy will result in loss of key and possible termination of project/activity on the 

Station. 

22. Projects needing the use of flagging or marking material must check with managers to determine if other research/activity coinciding on the Station 

is using the same color/pattern. All marking material is to be removed once the project/activity has been completed. 

23. All research equipment shall be removed from OSBS within 60 days of completion of project unless otherwise agreed upon by managers.  


